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Infrastructure Pivot Unlocks Margin Expansion:
Operational Grit Triggers 2026 Asset Re-Rating

20.01.2026 | CNW

Issued on behalf of Rua Gold Inc.

Equity Insider News Commentary - The global mining sector is undergoing a structural realignment as producer margin
record levels, with top-tier firms now reporting All-In Sustaining Costs (AISC) below $1,500 per ouncell while gold trad
historic $4,700 resistance. As global gold production growth plateaus and capital efficiency becomes the primary metric
valuation[2l, capital is rotating into high-velocity platforms capable of compressing costs through on-site power optimiza
owner-operator processing pivots, including RUA GOLD Inc. (TSXV: RUA) (OTCQB: NZAUF), Americas Gold and Silve
(NYSE-A: USAS) (TSX: USA), i-80 Gold (NYSE-A: IAUX) (TSX: IAU), Discovery Silver (TSX: DSV) (OTCQX: DSVSF),
Gold (TSXV: TUD) (OTCPK: TDRRF).

Institutional analysts now project gold averaging $5,055 per ounce by Q4 2026031 as central bank demand and structure
diversification accelerate the secular transition. This backdrop creates asymmetric upside for infrastructure-anchored p
where operational grit and margin expansion are superseding traditional exploration premiums as the ultimate 2026 val

RUA GOLD Inc. (TSXV: RUA) (OTCQB: NZAUF) is accelerating the development of a strategic gold-antimony sanctua
South Pacific as Western nations scramble to secure non-Chinese sources of critical minerals.

According to a fresh update released to start the week, the company is aggressively expanding its footprint within New
historic Reefton Goldfield, where recent drilling has confirmed a major high-grade system at the Auld Creek project.

This development arrives at a pivotal moment as China tightens export controls on approximately 60% of the world's ar
production, and New Zealand formally designated the metal as critical. This shift places RUA GOLD at the epicenter of
geopolitical rotation toward sovereign supply chains.

The latest assay results from Auld Creek demonstrate exceptional scale and grade, highlighted by drill hole ACDDHO5(
intersected 3.0m @ 21.27 g/t AuEq (4.5 g/t Au & 3.9% Sb) from a depth of 137m. These results have effectively extenc
deposit strike length by 250 meters to a total of 870 meters, with the mineralized system remaining open in all direction
depth via plunging ore shoots.

With three drill rigs now operating on a double-shift basis from January 2026, the company is fast-tracking resource de
to grow the gold-antimony resource above 300,000 ounces on the next reserve refresh expected in Q1 2026.

The company is now moving toward production by leveraging New Zealand's new legislative framework called the FAS
process, designed to accelerate projects of national significance to receive permits within 6 months, the fastest permitti
in the world.

"We intend to use the FAST TRACK legislation for the Auld Creek gold-antimony project, with the objective of bringing
Zealand's largest known antimony deposit into production,” said Robert Eckford, CEO of RUA GOLD. "Our confidence
permitting regime was reinforced by the approval of OceanaGold's Wharekirauponga gold-silver project in December 2

Within the Reefton, RUA GOLD controls 120,000 hectares in a district that historically produced over 2Moz of gold grac
between 9 and 50g/t. The company is also advancing the Glamorgan Project on New Zealand's North Island, adjacent
OceanaGold's Wharekirauponga development.

With $14 million in cash on hand (according to last reported figures) and a leadership team behind US$11 billion in pric
RUA GOLD is well-positioned to deliver meaningful discovery growth.
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CONTINUEDG&hellip; Read this and more news for RUA GOLD at:
https://equity-insider.com/2025/04/24/others-found-1911-g-t-here-before-now-a-proven-11b-mining-team-is-back-to-fini

In other industry developments and happenings in the market include:

Americas Gold and Silver (NYSE-A: USAS) (TSX: USA) provided an update on rapid progress at the
Crescent Silver Mine in Idaho following acquisition in December 2025. The company achieved material
power cost reduction through installation of low-cost grid electrical power to all three adits, reducing power
costs from approximately 55 cents per kilowatt-hour to as low as 7 cents per kilowatt-hour.

"In less than a month since closing the Crescent acquisition, our team has achieved remarkable progress
towards restarting production - from running grid power electrical lines down the mountain to power all three
adits and eliminating higher-cost generators, to adding new equipment and organizing the site for efficient
operations," said Paul Andre Huet, Chairman and CEO of Americas Gold and Silver. "This rapid execution is
an excellent start to our plan to establish best-in-class operations at Crescent."”

The company expanded and upgraded the underground mining fleet with two new 20-ton trucks and three
new loaders, bringing the total fleet to 11 pieces. Americas Gold and Silver is targeting a mid-2026 restart of
silver, copper and antimony production at Crescent, leveraging synergies with the neighboring Galena
Complex to scale production in Idaho's Silver Valley.

i-80 Gold (NYSE-A: IAUX) (TSX: IAU) announced results of an engineering study for refurbishment of its
Lone Tree Plant in Northern Nevada with a capital cost estimate of $412 million plus $18 million in capital
spares. The study confirms nameplate capacity of 2,268 tonnes per day with integrated pressure oxidation
and carbon-in-leach circuits capable of processing both refractory and non-refractory mineralized material.

"The Lone Tree Plant is a cornerstone asset within phase one of i-80 Gold's development plan," said Richard
Young, President and CEO of i-80 Gold. "Refurbishing the Lone Tree Plant marks a major step forward in
our goal of creating a mid-tier gold producer by enabling us to transition from toll-milling to an owner-operator
processing model."

The refurbishment is expected to reduce current processing costs to approximately one third, resulting in an
estimated margin increase of $1,000 to $1,500 per ounce of gold with a potential payback period of 12 to 24
months. i-80 Gold is one of two gold companies in Nevada with an autoclave facility and plans to commence
construction in the second half of 2026 with plant commissioning anticipated at the end of 2027.

Discovery Silver (TSX: DSV) (OTCQX: DSVSF) announced production of 66,718 ounces of gold in fourth
quarter 2025 from its Porcupine operations, bringing total gold production from closing of the acquisition on
April 15, 2025 to year-end to 180,424 ounces. The company poured 67,010 ounces and sold 64,479 ounces
at an average realized gold price of $4,157 per ounce.

"2025 was a transformational year for Discovery," said Tony Makuch, Discovery's President and CEO. "We
started the year as a development company advancing Cordero, one of the world's largest and most
attractive silver projects. In April, we established Discovery as a growing Canadian gold producer through the
acquisition of Newmont's Porcupine operations in and near Timmins, Ontario."

The Porcupine operations include the Hoyle Pond and Borden underground mines and the Pamour open-pit
mine currently ramping up to commercial production. Discovery Silver released excellent exploration results
from resource conversion and expansion drilling at all operations during the quarter, ending 2025 with
approximately $410 million in cash and closing a previously announced $250 million revolving credit facility
with a $100 million accordion feature.

Tudor Gold (TSXV: TUD) (OTCPK: TDRRF) provided a year-end review of its Treaty Creek Project in British
Columbia, announcing results from 5,052 meters drilled in five holes during 2025. The program successfully
intersected mineralization confirming higher-grade gold structures within the bulk-tonnage mineral resource,
with hole GS-25-188 intersecting 2.31 g/t gold, 16.98 g/t silver and 0.07% copper over 54 meters starting
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900 meters from surface.

"With the closing of our recently announced financings, we have the financial strength to push ahead with
what we believe is the most straightforward, economically attractive development path to gold production at
Treaty Creek and the Golden Triangle - a mid-size underground mine with a small footprint," said Joe
Ovsenek, President and CEO of Tudor Gold. "An underground operation in the range of
10,000-tonnes-per-day targeting the higher-grade gold mineralization within the Goldstorm Deposit could be
the accelerator for profitable production.”

Tudor Gold completed flow-through financing for $13 million and non-flow-through financing for $11.5 million
in December 2025. An updated mineral resource estimate incorporating approximately 15,000 meters of drill
data from 2024 and 2025 programs is targeted for completion in January 2026, with the company expecting
to receive an underground exploration permit in 2026.

CONTACT:

Equity Insider
info@equity-insider.com
(604) 999-4849

DISCLAIMER: Nothing in this publication should be considered as personalized financial advice. We are not
licensed under securities laws to address your particular financial situation. No communication by our
employees to you should be deemed as personalized financial advice. Please consult a licensed financial
advisor before making any investment decision. This is a paid advertisement and is neither an offer nor
recommendation to buy or sell any security. We hold no investment licenses and are thus neither licensed
nor qualified to provide investment advice. The content in this report or email is not provided to any individual
with a view toward their individual circumstances. Equity Insider is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Market 1Q
Media Group, Inc. ("MIQ"). This article is being distributed for Baystreet.ca Media Corp. ("BAY"), who has
been paid a fee by a third-party, Sidis Holdings Limited ("Sidis") for an advertising contract between Sidis
and RUA Gold Inc.. MIQ has not been paid a fee for RUA Gold Inc. advertising or digital media, but the
owner/operators of MIQ also co-owns Baystreet.ca Media Corp. ("BAY") There may also be 3rd parties who
may have shares of RUA Gold Inc. and may liquidate their shares which could have a negative effect on the
price of the stock. This compensation constitutes a conflict of interest as to our ability to remain objective in
our communication regarding the profiled company. Because of this conflict, individuals are strongly
encouraged to not use this publication as the basis for any investment decision. The owner/operator of MIQ
does not own any shares of RUA Gold Inc. but reserve the right to buy and sell, and will buy and sell shares
of RUA Gold Inc. at any time without any further notice commencing immediately and ongoing. We also
expect further compensation as an ongoing digital media effort to increase visibility for the company, no
further notice will be given, but let this disclaimer serve as notice that all material, including this article, which
is disseminated by MIQ on behalf of Sidis has been approved by RUA Gold Inc. Technical information
relating to RUA GOLD Inc. has been reviewed and approved by Simon Henderson, CP, AUSIMM, a
Qualified Person as defined by National Instrument 43-101. Mr. Henderson is Chief Operational Officer of
RUA GOLD Inc., and therefore is not independent of the Company; this is a paid advertisement, we currently
do not own any shares of RUA Gold Inc. but will likely buy and sell shares of the company in the open
market, or through private placements, and/or other investment vehicles.

While all information is believed to be reliable, it is not guaranteed by us to be accurate. Individuals should
assume that all information contained in our newsletter is not trustworthy unless verified by their own
independent research. Also, because events and circumstances frequently do not occur as expected, there
will likely be differences between the any predictions and actual results. Always consult a licensed
investment professional before making any investment decision. Be extremely careful, investing in securities
carries a high degree of risk; you may likely lose some or all of the investment.
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View original
content:https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/infrastructure-pivot-unlocks-margin-expansion-operational-grit-trig

21.01.2026 Seite 4/5



Rohstoff-Welt.de - Die ganze Welt der Rohstoffe

Dieser Artikel stammt von Rohstoff-Welt.de
Die URL fir diesen Artikel lautet:
https://www.rohstoff-welt.de/news/719149--Infrastructure-Pivot-Unlocks-Margin-Expansion~-Operational-Grit-Triggers-2026-Asset-Re-Rating.html

Fir den Inhalt des Beitrages ist allein der Autor verantwortlich bzw. die aufgefiihrte Quelle. Bild- oder Filmrechte liegen beim Autor/Quelle bzw.
bei der vom ihm benannten Quelle. Bei Ubersetzungen kénnen Fehler nicht ausgeschlossen werden. Der vertretene Standpunkt eines Autors
spiegelt generell nicht die Meinung des Webseiten-Betreibers wieder. Mittels der Veroffentlichung will dieser lediglich ein pluralistisches
Meinungsbild darstellen. Direkte oder indirekte Aussagen in einem Beitrag stellen keinerlei Aufforderung zum Kauf-/Verkauf von Wertpapieren
dar. Wir wehren uns gegen jede Form von Hass, Diskriminierung und Verletzung der Menschenwirde. Beachten Sie bitte auch unsere
AGB/Disclaimer!

Die Reproduktion, Modifikation oder Verwendung der Inhalte ganz oder teilweise ohne schriftiche Genehmigung ist untersagt!
Alle Angaben ohne Gewéhr! Copyright © by Rohstoff-Welt.de -1999-2026. Es gelten unsere AGB und Datenschutzrichtlinen.

21.01.2026 Seite 5/5


https://www.rohstoff-welt.de
https://www.rohstoff-welt.de/news/719149--Infrastructure-Pivot-Unlocks-Margin-Expansion~-Operational-Grit-Triggers-2026-Asset-Re-Rating.html
/diverses/AGB.php
/diverses/AGB.php
/diverses/datenschutz.php

