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Rio Tinto launches biofuel crop farming trial for
renewable diesel production in Australia

17.09.2024 | Business Wire

Rio Tinto will develop Pongamia seed farms in Australia as part of a new biofuels pilot. The project will
explore the potential of Pongamia seed oil as a feedstock for renewable diesel, a cleaner alternative to
traditional fossil fuels.

This press release features multimedia. View the full release here:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240917551538/en/

Rio Tinto Chief Decarbonisation Officer Jonathon McCarthy flanked by Pongamia trees. The Pongamia pilot
will explore the potential of Pongamia seed oil as a feedstock for renewable diesel, a cleaner alternative to
traditional fossil fuels.

The pilot aims to determine if Pongamia seed oil can contribute to Rio Tinto's renewable diesel needs while
potentially contributing to the growth of a new biofuel sector in Australia. Rio Tinto is in the final stages of
acquiring approximately 3,000 hectares of cleared land near Townsville in north Queensland to establish
farms to study growth conditions and measure seed oil yields.

Rio Tinto has partnered with Midway Limited, to oversee the planting and management of the Pongamia
seed farms. Midway Limited will engage with nurseries, agricultural experts and research organisations
throughout the pilot, and prioritise opportunities for Traditional Owners and local communities.

As part of its ongoing efforts to achieve net-zero Scope 1 and 2 carbon emissions by 2050, Rio Tinto is
actively exploring the potential of biofuels in the low-carbon energy mix. The company sees biofuels as an
avenue to reduce reliance on fossil diesel, while fleet electrification technologies mature. Rio Tinto is also
investigating how biofuels could be used in scenarios where electrification may face practical limitations.

Rio Tinto Chief Decarbonisation Officer Jonathon McCarthy said: "Diesel accounts for around 10 percent of
our emissions footprint in Australia. While we continue to pursue electrification as the long-term solution for
displacing the majority of our diesel use, the Pongamia seed pilot is an important parallel pathway that could
reduce our reliance on diesel in the mid-term. It also presents a compelling option for other applications that
are challenging to electrify, including blasting and non-haul equipment.

"Australia does not yet have a biofuel feedstock industry sufficient to meet domestic demand. A sustainable
biofuels industry here could enhance the region's fuel security, create local economic opportunities, and
contribute to emissions reductions targets. We are excited about the potential of the Pongamia seed pilot
and look forward to partnering with Midway Limited and north Queensland communities."

Midway Limited Managing Director Tony McKenna said: "We are very excited to be partnering with Rio Tinto
on this innovative pilot project. We are proud to be playing an important role in helping develop a sustainable
domestic biofuel industry.

"The collaboration continues the growth of our position as trusted providers with the capability and
experience to deliver a variety of projects for emitters who are committed to seeking alternative solutions to
reduce their net emissions."

This pilot follows a smaller-scale trial at Rio Tinto Gove operations in the Northern Territory where Pongamia
saplings were planted to learn more about their response to low soil quality, heat and other climatic
conditions in northern Australia.?
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About Pongamia

Pongamia (Millettia pinnata) is a legume tree native to Australia. It is fast-growing, resilient and produces
oil-rich seeds that can be processed into renewable diesel, which offers a significant reduction in life-cycle
carbon emissions compared to fossil fuel diesel. Pongamia seed can be harvested annually, leaving the
trees and soil intact to store carbon dioxide. ?

About Midway Limited

Founded in 1980, Midway Limited is one of Australia's largest woodfibre processors and exporters with a
strong and growing carbon abatement management business. Midway's fibre is used in recyclable paper and
packaging, plastic replacement products. The Company is building a carbon abatement development and
management business to generate carbon abatement and emissions offsets solutions utilising its expertise in
the industry.

Midway has woodchip processing and exporting operations at five major port locations in key forestry areas
around Australia including: Bell Bay, Tasmania; Portland and Geelong in Victoria; Brisbane, Queensland;
and Melville Island in the Northern Territory's Tiwi Islands.

Note to editors

In 2023, Rio Tinto's Boron, California operations became the first open pit mine in the world to complete the
full transition of its heavy machinery to renewable diesel. The company's Kennecott copper operation in Utah
will also replace its fossil diesel consumption with renewable diesel in 2024.

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240917551538/en/

Contact

Please direct all enquiries to media.enquiries@riotinto.com

Media Relations,
United Kingdom
Matthew Klar
M +44 7796 630 637
David Outhwaite
M +44 7787 597 493

Media Relations,
Australia
Matt Chambers
M +61 433 525 739
Alyesha Anderson
M +61 434 868 118
Michelle Lee
M +61 458 609 322

Media Relations,
Canada
Simon Letendre
M +1 514 796 4973
Malika Cherry
M +1 418 592 7293
Vanessa Damha
M +1 514 715 2152



Rohstoff-Welt.de - Die ganze Welt der Rohstoffe

17.02.2026 Seite 3/3

Media Relations,
US
Jesse Riseborough
M +1 202 394 9480

Investor Relations,
United Kingdom
David Ovington
M +44 7920 010 978
Laura Brooks
M +44 7826 942 797
Wei Wei Hu
M +44 7825 907 230

Investor Relations,
Australia
Tom Gallop
M +61 439 353 948
Amar Jambaa
M +61 472 865 948

Rio Tinto Plc
6 St James's Square
London SW1Y 4AD
United Kingdom
T +44 20 7781 2000
Registered in England
No. 719885

Rio Tinto Ltd.
Level 43, 120 Collins Street
Melbourne 3000
Australia
T +61 3 9283 3333
Registered in Australia
ABN 96 004 458 404

riotinto.com

Category - General

Dieser Artikel stammt von Rohstoff-Welt.de
Die URL für diesen Artikel lautet:
https://www.rohstoff-welt.de/news/480485--Rio-Tinto-launches-biofuel-crop-farming-trial-for-renewable-diesel-production-in-Australia.html

Für den Inhalt des Beitrages ist allein der Autor verantwortlich bzw. die aufgeführte Quelle. Bild- oder Filmrechte liegen beim Autor/Quelle bzw.
bei der vom ihm benannten Quelle. Bei Übersetzungen können Fehler nicht ausgeschlossen werden. Der vertretene Standpunkt eines Autors
spiegelt generell nicht die Meinung des Webseiten-Betreibers wieder. Mittels der Veröffentlichung will dieser lediglich ein pluralistisches
Meinungsbild darstellen. Direkte oder indirekte Aussagen in einem Beitrag stellen keinerlei Aufforderung zum Kauf-/Verkauf von Wertpapieren
dar. Wir wehren uns gegen jede Form von Hass, Diskriminierung und Verletzung der Menschenwürde. Beachten Sie bitte auch unsere 
AGB/Disclaimer!

Die Reproduktion, Modifikation oder Verwendung der Inhalte ganz oder teilweise ohne schriftliche Genehmigung ist untersagt!
Alle Angaben ohne Gewähr! Copyright © by Rohstoff-Welt.de -1999-2026. Es gelten unsere AGB und Datenschutzrichtlinen.

/aktien/125--Rio-Tinto-Plc
/aktien/239--Rio-Tinto-Ltd
https://www.rohstoff-welt.de
https://www.rohstoff-welt.de/news/480485--Rio-Tinto-launches-biofuel-crop-farming-trial-for-renewable-diesel-production-in-Australia.html
/diverses/AGB.php
/diverses/AGB.php
/diverses/datenschutz.php

